IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows s 



l e (Currently Amended) A nickel positive electrode active 
material comprising nickel hydroxide particles and at least one 
activated rare earth compound, the at least one activated rare 
earth compound ho m i ng ch asraefcoar^at-ieg produced by treating a 
material consisting essentially of a rare earth oxide with an 
aqueous alkaline solution and an oxidizing agent , wh ere in -- fc fae 
nleke l hydroacid e— pa rtic -leg— ag e not fcr ea tod-'wl -' fcfa — aa-ogaee^g 
solution a nd o re i dis mag-egQafco 

2„ (Previously Presented) A nickel positive electrode 
active material according to claim 1, wherein the rare earth 
compound is at least one selected from the group consisting of s 
(a) a yttrium compound having characteristics produced by 
treating yttrium oxide with an aqueous alkaline solution and an 
oxidizing agent, (b) a lutetium compound having characteristics 
produced by treating lutetium oxide with an aqueous alkaline 
solution and an oxidizing agent, and (c) a ytterbium compound 
having characteristics produced by treating ytterbium oxide with 
an aqueous alkaline solution and an oxidizing agent » 

3o (Original) A nickel positive electrode active material 
according to claim 1, wherein a total amount of the rare earth 
compound is in the range of 0„1 to 4 o 0 wt% based on the nickel 
hydroxide particles „ 

4o (Previously Presented) A nickel positive electrode 
active material according to claim 2, wherein the rare earth 



2 



compound is a combination of the yttrium compound and the 
lutetium compound, wherein the two compounds satisfy the relation 
50 * X * 5, when weights of the yttrium compound and the lutetium 
compound are (100-X)% by weight and X% by weight, respectively o 

5 e (Previously Presented) A nickel positive electrode 
active material according to claim 2, wherein the rare earth 
compound is a combination of the ytterbium compound and the 
lutetium compound, wherein the two compounds satisfy the relation 
50 2> X * 5, when weights of the ytterbium compound and the 
lutetium compound are (100-X)% by weight and X% by weight, 
r e spe c t i ve ly • 

6. (Original) A nickel positive electrode active material 
according to claim 1, wherein the aqueous alkaline solution is an 
aqueous solution containing at least one selected from the group 
consisting of lithium hydroxide, sodium hydroxide and potassium 
hydroxide o 

7o (Original) A nickel positive electrode active material 
according to claim 1, wherein the oxidizing agent contains at 
least one selected from the group consisting of an aqueous sodium 
hypochlorite solution and an aqueous potassium hypochlorite 
solution* 

8. (Currently Amended) A nickel metal hydride storage 
battery comprising s 

a positive electrode mainly comprising a positive electrode 
active material, the positive electrode active material 
comprising nickel hydroxide particles and at least one activated 
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rare earth compound, the at least one rare earth eerapemid-^iavisig 
ehaareefcerisfcies produced by treating a material consisting 
essentially of a rare earth oxide with an aqueous alkaline 
solution and an oxidizing agent 7-^wfeQgote--^3-^Ba^kQ l hy dafesside 
par tic les— aafQ n ot ta foafetsd-iffa^fe-Qa— etg^tsetts— s o l ^ io si - aad-oseadi^aag 

a negative electrode mainly comprising a hydrogen-absorbing 
alloys and 

a separator o 

9o (Currently Amended) A nickel positive electrode active 
material comprising nickel hydroxide particles and at least one 
activated rare earth hydroxide precursor, wherein said at least 
one rare earth hydroxide precursor is a— stabsfeaaee obtained by 
treating a material consisting essentially of a rare earth oxide 
with an aqueous alkaline solution and an oxidizing agent^whos 1 ©^ 
^feo-aaekQ l hydros dbdo— pea ? i^ ic leg--asfQ rate -^roafced-^yateh—aa— aqreoores 
s olut ion - -aad— esea^H^jbag-agoafe <> 

10 o (Previously Presented) A nickel metal hydride storage 
battery comprising s 

a positive electrode mainly comprising the positive 
electrode active material of claim 9, 

a negative electrode mainly comprising a hydrogen absorbing 
alloy? and 

a separator. 

11-17 o (CANCELED) 
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18. (Currently Amended) A nickel positive electrode active 
material produced by the steps of: 

a) activating treatin g a rare earth oxide by treating a 
material consisting essentially of the rare earth oxide with an 
aqueous alkaline solution and an oxidizing agent to produce a 
rare earth compound and, thereafter 

b) adding nickel hydroxide particles to the activated rare 
earth compound / wh e r e in th e ni c k e l hydr o xid e p a r ticles a re n o t 
treat e d w ith an a q ue o us s o luti o n and o xidi z in g a g ent . 

19. (Currently Amended) A nickel positive electrode active 
material comprising: 

nickel hydroxide particles, and 

at least one activated rare earth compound, 

wherein only the at least one rare earth compound is 

activated pro duc e d by treatment with an aqueous alkaline solution 

and an oxidizing agent. 



